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‘‘SEC. 699. TREATMENT OF FUNDS.

‘‘Of the funds deposited in individual develop-
ment accounts for eligible individuals, only the
funds deposited by the individuals (including
interest accruing on those funds) may be consid-
ered to be income, assets, or resources of the in-
dividuals for purposes of determining eligibility
for, or the amount of assistance furnished
under, any Federal or federally assisted pro-
gram based on need.
‘‘SEC. 699A. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIA-

TIONS.
‘‘There is authorized to be appropriated to

carry out this chapter, $25,000,000 for each of
fiscal years 1999, 2000, 2001, and 2002, to remain
available until expended.’’.
SEC. 205. EFFECTIVE DATE; APPLICATION OF

AMENDMENTS.
(a) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Except as provided in

subsection (b), this title and the amendments
made by this title shall take effect on the date
of the enactment of this Act.

(b) APPLICATION OF AMENDMENTS.—The
amendments made by this title shall not apply
with respect to fiscal years ending before Octo-
ber 1, 1998.

TITLE III—AMENDMENTS TO THE LOW-IN-
COME HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE ACT
OF 1981

SEC. 301. SHORT TITLE.
This title may be cited as the ‘‘Low-Income

Home Energy Assistance Amendments of 1998’’.
SEC. 302. AUTHORIZATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2602(b) of the Low-
Income Home Energy Assistance Act of 1981 (42
U.S.C. 8621(b)) is amended by inserting ‘‘,
$1,100,000,000 for fiscal year 2000, and such sums
as may be necessary for fiscal year 2001’’ after
‘‘1995 through 1999’’.

(b) PROGRAM YEAR.—Section 2602(c) of Low-
Income Home Energy Assistance Act of 1981 (42
U.S.C. 8621(c)) is amended to read as follows:

‘‘(c) Amounts appropriated under this section
in any fiscal year for programs and activities
under this title shall be made available for obli-
gation in the succeeding fiscal year.’’.

(c) INCENTIVE PROGRAM FOR LEVERAGING NON-
FEDERAL RESOURCES.—Section 2602(d) of the
Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Act of
1981 (42 U.S.C. 8621(d)) is amended by striking
‘‘for each of the fiscal years 1996’’ and all that
follows through the period at the end, and in-
serting ‘‘for each of the fiscal years 1999, 2000,
and 2001.’’.

(d) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—Section 2602(e)
of Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Act of
1981 (42 U.S.C. 8621(e)) is amended by striking
‘‘subsection (g)’’ and inserting ‘‘subsection (e) of
such section’’.
SEC. 303. DEFINITIONS.

Section 2603(4) of the Low-Income Home En-
ergy Assistance Act of 1981 (42 U.S.C. 8622(4)) is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘the term’’ and inserting ‘‘The
term’’; and

(2) by striking the semicolon and inserting a
period.
SEC. 304. NATURAL DISASTERS AND OTHER

EMERGENCIES.
(a) DEFINITIONS.—Section 2603 of the Low-In-

come Home Energy Assistance Act of 1981 (42
U.S.C. 8622) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (6) through
(9) as paragraphs (8) through (11), respectively;

(2) by inserting before paragraph (8) (as redes-
ignated in paragraph (1)) the following:

‘‘(7) NATURAL DISASTER.—The term ‘natural
disaster’ means a weather event (relating to cold
or hot weather), flood, earthquake, tornado,
hurricane, or ice storm, or an event meeting
such other criteria as the Secretary, in the dis-
cretion of the Secretary, may determine to be
appropriate.’’;

(3) by redesignating paragraphs (1) through
(5) as paragraphs (2) through (6), respectively;
and

(4) by inserting before paragraph (2) (as redes-
ignated in paragraph (3)) the following:

‘‘(1) EMERGENCY.—The term ‘emergency’
means—

‘‘(A) a natural disaster;
‘‘(B) a significant home energy supply short-

age or disruption;
‘‘(C) a significant increase in the cost of home

energy, as determined by the Secretary;
‘‘(D) a significant increase in home energy

disconnections reported by a utility, a State reg-
ulatory agency, or another agency with nec-
essary data;

‘‘(E) a significant increase in participation in
a public benefit program such as the food stamp
program carried out under the Food Stamp Act
of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.), the national pro-
gram to provide supplemental security income
carried out under title XVI of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1381 et seq.), or the State tem-
porary assistance for needy families program
carried out under part A of title IV of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 601 et seq.), as deter-
mined by the head of the appropriate Federal
agency;

‘‘(F) a significant increase in unemployment,
layoffs, or the number of households with an in-
dividual applying for unemployment benefits, as
determined by the Secretary of Labor; or

‘‘(G) an event meeting such criteria as the
Secretary, in the discretion of the Secretary,
may determine to be appropriate.’’.

(b) CONSIDERATIONS.—Section 2604(g) of Low-
Income Home Energy Assistance Act of 1981 (42
U.S.C. 8623(g)) is amended by striking the last 2
sentences and inserting the following: ‘‘In deter-
mining whether to make such an allotment to a
State, the Secretary shall take into account the
extent to which the State was affected by the
natural disaster or other emergency involved,
the availability to the State of other resources
under the program carried out under this title or
any other program, whether a Member of Con-
gress has requested that the State receive the al-
lotment, and such other factors as the Secretary
may find to be relevant. Not later than 30 days
after making the determination, but prior to re-
leasing an allotted amount to a State, the Sec-
retary shall notify Congress of the allotments
made pursuant to this subsection.’’.
SEC. 305. STATE ALLOTMENTS.

Section 2604 of the Low-Income Home Energy
Assistance Act of 1981 (42 U.S.C. 8623) is amend-
ed—

(1) in subsection (b)(1), by striking ‘‘the
Northern Mariana Islands, and the Trust Terri-
tory of the Pacific Islands.’’ and inserting ‘‘and
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands.’’;

(2) in subsection (c)(3)(B)(ii), by striking ‘‘ap-
plication’’ and inserting ‘‘applications’’;

(3) by striking subsection (f);
(4) in the first sentence of subsection (g), by

striking ‘‘(a) through (f)’’ and inserting ‘‘(a)
through (d)’’; and

(5) by redesignating subsection (g) as sub-
section (e).
SEC. 306. ADMINISTRATION.

Section 2605 of the Low-Income Home Energy
Assistance Act of 1981 (42 U.S.C. 8624) is amend-
ed—

(1) in subsection (b)—
(A) in paragraph (9)(A), by striking ‘‘and not

transferred pursuant to section 2604(f) for use
under another block grant’’;

(B) in paragraph (14), by striking ‘‘; and’’ and
inserting a semicolon;

(C) in the matter following paragraph (14), by
striking ‘‘The Secretary may not prescribe the
manner in which the States will comply with the
provisions of this subsection.’’; and

(D) in the matter following paragraph (16), by
inserting before ‘‘The Secretary shall issue’’ the
following: ‘‘The Secretary may not prescribe the
manner in which the States will comply with the
provisions of this subsection.’’; and

(2) in subsection (c)(1)—

(A) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘States’’
and inserting ‘‘State’’; and

(B) in subparagraph (G)(i), by striking ‘‘has’’
and inserting ‘‘had’’; and

(3) in paragraphs (1) and (2)(A) of subsection
(k) by inserting ‘‘, particularly those low-income
households with the lowest incomes that pay a
high proportion of household income for home
energy’’ before the period.
SEC. 307. PAYMENTS TO STATES.

Section 2607(b)(2)(B) of the Low-Income Home
Energy Assistance Act of 1981 (42 U.S.C.
8626(b)(2)(B)) is amended—

(1) in the first sentence, by striking ‘‘and not
transferred pursuant to section 2604(f)’’; and

(2) in the second sentence, by striking ‘‘but
not transferred by the State’’.
SEC. 308. RESIDENTIAL ENERGY ASSISTANCE

CHALLENGE OPTION.
(a) EVALUATION.—The Comptroller General

shall conduct an evaluation of the Residential
Energy Assistance Challenge program described
in section 2607B of the Low-Income Home En-
ergy Assistance Act of 1981 (42 U.S.C. 8626b).

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Comptroller
General shall prepare and submit to Congress a
report containing—

(1) the findings resulting from the evaluation
described in subsection (a); and

(2) the State evaluations described in para-
graphs (1) and (2) of subsection (b) of such sec-
tion 2607B.

(c) INCENTIVE GRANTS.—Section 2607B(b)(1) of
the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Act of
1981 (42 U.S.C. 8626b(b)(1)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘For each of the fiscal years 1996 through
1999’’ and inserting ‘‘For each fiscal year’’.

(d) TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS.—Section 2607B
of Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Act of
1981 (42 U.S.C. 8626b) is amended—

(1) in subsection (e)(2)—
(A) by redesignating subparagraphs (F)

through (N) as subparagraphs (E) through (M),
respectively; and

(B) in clause (i) of subparagraph (I) (as redes-
ignated in subparagraph (A)), by striking ‘‘on’’
and inserting ‘‘of’’; and

(2) by redesignating subsection (g) as sub-
section (f).

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
disagree to the amendment of the
House, request a conference with the
House, and the Chair be authorized to
appoint conferees on behalf of the Sen-
ate.

There being no objection, the Presid-
ing Officer (Mr. ENZI) appointed Mr.
JEFFORDS, Mr. COATS, Mr. GREGG, Mr.
KENNEDY, and Mr. DODD conferees on
the part of the Senate.
f

REREFERRAL OF S. 2402

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that S. 2402 be dis-
charged from the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry and be
referred to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

ORDERS FOR MONDAY,
SEPTEMBER 21, 1998

Mr. SESSIONS. On behalf of the ma-
jority leader, Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand in adjournment until 12 noon on
Monday, September 21. I further ask
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